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[n 1956, Judge Elias Sarkis who worked as an advisor at the Audit Court made acquaintance with General Fouad Chehab. the
commander of the Lebanese Armed Forces and Minister of Defense.

That year, Jamal Abdel Nasser who was holding the reins of Egypt had decided to nationalize the Suez Canal which provoked
Israel, France and Britain to launch the Suez war on Egypt. Lebanon entered into a spiral of tensions, alliances and coalitions
that embraced the whole region. As the conflict grew deeper between President Camille Chamoun and President Abdel Nasser
Beirut hosted the Arab Summit. The situation resulted in political apprehension in Lebanon. Within only one year, four
Cabinets were formed. After Prince Majid Arslan had held the Ministry of Defense in three of them, this position was assigned
to General Chehab on the 18 of November under Premier Sami al-Solh. This was Chehab’s second time in this position. He
had already presided, on the 18" of September 1952, over the transitional Cabinet that secured the election of Camille
Chamoun as President of the Republic succeeding President Bechara el Khoury.

The coincidence that put the commander of the army in the position of Minister of Defense would change the life of Eljas
Sarkis. As Cabinets fell and others were formed, Elias Sarkis remained immersed in his work. He used to examine files for the
Ministry of Defense as well as orders of money collection and disbursement for the benefit of the military. However, Elis:
Sarkis did not follow in the footsteps of his predecessors in the field, where approval was given without scrutiny an
supervision. On the contrary, he used to rebut several files when certain that they do not comply with legal regulations and th

require rectification.
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